Experimental Procedures
GC method for the separatation of the D and L forms of the sugars
The gas chromatographic (GC) analytical method used to determinate the D or L form of glucose and rhamnose is as follows.
The isolated compounds (1 mg each) were dissolved in 0.25 mL of 1 N HCl and then heated in a water bath at 80 °C for 4 h. After cooling, the solution was evaporated under a stream of N 2 . The residue was dissolved in 500 µL of a mixture of 1-(trimethyl silyl)imidazole and pyridine (0.1 mL), and the solution was stirred at 60 °C for 10 min. After drying, the residue was separated by water and CH 2 Cl 2 (1 mL, 1:1). The CH 2 Cl 2 layer was analyzed by GC performed using a The analytical method used to determine the absolute configuration of apiose in 1 is as follows.
A solution of 1 (7 mg) in 2 mL of 9% HCl-MeOH was refluxed in a water bath at 100 °C for 3 h.
After cooling, the reaction mixtures were neutralized with Ag 2 CO 3 powder and then filtered to 
